
U.S. EPA Administrator Announces EPA And 21 Other Federal Agencies And
Departments To Partner In Effort To Revitalize Brownfields Throughout The
Country

Speaking before the "Brownfields 2002–Investing in the Future" Conference in Charlotte, N.C.,
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Christie Whitman announced that her
agency and 21 other federal agencies and departments under the Bush Administration have
committed to work together to redevelop Brownfields under the new Brownfields Federal
Partnership Action Agenda. The Agenda makes over 100 commitments for cooperative work to
help communities more effectively prevent, clean up and reuse Brownfields.

"The Brownfields Federal Partnership Action Agenda demonstrates the federal government's
leadership in giving local governments the necessary tools to redevelop these properties and our
communities," said Mayor James A. Garner, Vice President of the U.S. Conference of Mayors.
Garner is Mayor of the Village of Hempstead, N.Y.

The action agenda is one piece of a comprehensive effort by the Bush Administration to address
Brownfields cleanup and revitalization efforts. Earlier this year, President Bush signed the new
Small Business Liability Relief and Brownfields Revitalization Act to help states and
communities around the country clean up and revitalize Brownfield sites. As part of his FY 2003
budget request, the President has called for more than a doubling of money for the Brownfields
program to $200 million. (Brownfields are real property, the expansion, redevelopment, or reuse
of which may be complicated by a hazardous substance, pollutant or contaminant.) The President
and Congress recognized in this new law the importance of federal partnerships in achieving their
mutual goals of environmental protection and economic revitalization. This action agenda fosters
those partnerships.

Highlights of the Action Agenda commitments include:

* EPA's commitment to potentially provide $850 million over the next five years to states, tribes,
counties, municipalities, and non-profit organizations through Brownfields assessment, cleanup,
revolving loan fund, job training and state/tribal grants;

* Commitments by the U.S. Economic Development Administration, U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development, U.S. Department of the Interior, U.S. Department of Justice,
and U.S. Department of Labor to offer funding priority to Brownfields communities through their
respective grant mechanisms;

* The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's commitment to lead an interagency
"Portfields" project that will focus on the redevelopment and reuse of idled or abandoned lands in
and around ports, harbors and marine transportation hubs;

* The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' commitment to announce eight new pilots under its "Urban
Rivers Initiative" to address restoration in and around urban rivers;

* A new, concerted effort to share program information with interest groups, by methods such as
linking web sites;

* Changing federal agency policies to facilitate Brownfields redevelopment; and
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* Making funding and technical assistance to Brownfields communities a budget priority at all
federal agencies.

To obtain a copy of the Brownfields Federal Partnership Action Agenda, which includes a list of
participating agencies, go to http://www.epa.gov/brownfields/pdf/fedparaa.pdf

http://www.epa.gov/brownfields/pdf/fedparaa.pdf

